Application No. 09/424,815 
Paper Dated January 22, 2004 

Reply to USPTO Correspondence of September 23, 2003 
Attorney Docket No. 702-991768 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listingsy^^^ps in the 

application: 

Listing of Claims j* 3 Q 



1-27. (canceled) ^ &£/\/ft 



16 °0/290o 



28. (currently amended): Peptide fragment derived from ubiquicidine and 
comprising a continuous series of at l e ast 3 between 6 to 18 amino acids from the amino acid 
sequence of ubiquicidine: 

KVHGSLARAGKVRGQTPKVAKQEKKXKKTGRAKRRM 

ANS, (SEQ ED NO: 1) with the exception of which does not include peptides having the amino 
acid sequence KVHGSLARAGKVRGQTPKVAKQ (SEQ ID NO: 10) or 
AGKVRGQTPKVAKQEKKKKKT (SEQ ID NO: 1 1). 

29. (currently amended): Peptide fragment as claimed in claim 28, comprising a 
continuous series of at l e ast 8 between 6 to 18 amino acids from the amino acid sequence of 
ubiquicidine: 

KVHGSLARAGKVRGQTPKVAKQEKKKKKTGRAK^ 

ANS, (SEQ ID NO: 1) with the exception of which does not include peptides having the amino 
acid sequence KVHGSLARAGKVRGQTPKVAKQ (SEQ ID NO: 10) or 
AGKVRGQTPKVAKQEKKKKKT (SEQ ID NO: 1 1). 



30. (currently amended): Peptide fragment as claimed in claim 28, consisting 
with one of the following amino acid sequences: 



ubiquicidine (1-18) 
ubiquicidine (29-41) 
ubiquicidine (18-29) 
ubiquicidine (18-35) 
ubiquicidine (29-35) 



KVHGSLARAGKVRGQTPK (SEQ ID NO: 2) 
TGRAKRRMQYNRR (SEQ ID NO: 3) 
KVAXQEKKKKKT (SEQ ID NO: 4) 
KVAKQEKKKKKTGRAKRR (SEQ ID NO: 5) 
TGRAKRR (SEQ ID NO: 7) 
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ubiquicidine (42-59) FVNVVPTFGKKKGPNANS (SEQ ID NO: 8) 

ubiquicidine (36-41) MQYNRR (SEQ ID NO: 9) 

31. (currently amended): Derivative of ubiquicidine or of a peptide fragment 
derived from ubiquicidine and comprising a continuous series of at l e ast 3 between 6 to 1 8 amino 
acids from the amino acid sequence of ubiquicidine: 
KVHGSLARAGKVRGQTPKVAKQEKKKKKTGR 

NS, (SEQ ED NO: 1) which derivative has an amino acid sequence which is at least partly the 
reverse of the amino acid sequence of the corresponding original peptide. 

32. (currently amended): Derivative of a ubiquicidine ef or of a peptide fragment 
derived from ubiquicidine and comprising a continuous series of at l e ast 3 between 6 to 1 8 amino 
acids from the amino acid sequence of ubiquicidine: 
KVHGSLARAGKVRGQTPKVAKQEKKKKKTC 

NS, (SEQ ID NO: 1) wherein at least one of the amino acids from the original peptide is replaced 
by a stereoisomer of that amino acid. 

33. (currently amended) Derivative of ubiquicidine or of a peptide fragment 
derived from ubiquicidine and comprising a continuous series of at l e ast 3 between 6 to 18 amino 
acids from the amino acid sequence of ubiquicidine: 

KVHGSLARAGKVRGQTPKVAKQEKKKKKTGRAKRRMQY 

NS, (SEQ ID NO: 1) wherein the original amino acid chain is extended at one or both ends thereof 
with one or more groups, such as D-amino acids, protecting against degradation. 

34. (currently amended): Derivative as claimed in claim 33, with th e amino acid 

sequence : 

D A KVAKQEKKKKKTGRAKRR D A (SEQ ID NO: 6) in which D A r e presents D alanin e, 
wherein the original amino acid chain is extended at one or both ends thereof with one or more 
groups of D-alanine . 
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35-40. (canceled) 

41 . (currently amended): A method for the therapy of an infection in humans and 
animals, comprising: 

a) administering a an antimicrobial compound selected from the group consisting 
of ubiquicidine, a derivative of ubiquicidine, and a peptide fragment derived from ubiquicidine 
and comprising a continuous series of at l e ast 3 between 6 to 1 8 amino acids from the amino acid 
sequence of ubiquicidine: 

KVHGSLARAGKVRGQTPKVAKQEKKKKKTGRAKRRMQYN^ 
TFGKKKGPNANS (SEQ ID NO: 1); and 

b) treating the infection , wherein the antimicrobial action of the compound results 
in inhibiting or otherwise exerting a negative effect on the infection . 

42. (currently amended): The method of claim 41, wherein the peptide fragment 
comprises a peptide fragment, comprising a continuous series of at l e ast 8 between 6 to 1 8 amino 
acids from the amino acid sequence of ubiquicidine: 
KVHGSLAJ^GKVRGQTPKVAKQE 

ANS, (SEQ ID NO: 1) with the exception of peptides having the amino acid sequence 
K VHGS L ARAGK VRGQTPKV AKQ (SEQ ID NO: 10) or AGKVRGQTPKVAKQEKKKKKT 
(SEQ ID NO: 11). 

43. (currently amended): The method of claim 41, wherein the derivative 
comprises a d e rivativ e s, derivative of ubiquicidine or of a peptide fragment derived from 
ubiquicidine and comprising a continuous series of at l e ast 3 between 6 to 18 amino acids from 
the amino acid sequence of ubiquicidine: 
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KVHGSLARAGKVRGQTPKVAKQEKK 

ANS, (SEQ ED NO: 1) which derivative has an amino acid sequence which is at least partly the 
reverse of the amino acid sequence of the corresponding original peptide. 

44. (canceled) 

45. (currently amended): The method of claim 41, wherein the microbial 
infection is caused by a caus e microorganism selected from the group consisting of Gram- 
positive bacteria, Gram-negative bacteria, fungi 7 and viruses , and parasit e s . 

46. (currently amended): Antimicrobial agent, comprising at least a suitable 
quantity of one or more active components chosen from ubiquicidine, peptide fragments derived 
from ubiquicidine and comprising a continuous series of at l e ast 3 between 6 to 18 amino acids 
from the amino acid sequence of ubiquicidine: 
KVHGSLARAGKVRGQTPKVAKQEKXKKCT 

ANS (SEQ ID NO: 1). 

47. (currently amended): The method of claim 41, wherein the compound 
comprises an antimicrobial agent, comprising at least a suitable quantity of one or more active 
components chosen from ubiquicidine, peptide fragments derived from ubiquicidine and 
comprising a continuous series of at l e ast 3 between 6 to 18 amino acids from the amino acid 
sequence of ubiquicidine: 

KVHGSLAJ^GKVRGQTPKVAKQEKK 
ANS (SEQ ID NO: 1). 

48. (canceled) 

49. (currently amended): Method for monitoring a treatment, comprising: 
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a) administering an antimicrobial agent, comprising at least a suitable quantity of 
one or more active components chosen from ubiquicidine, peptide fragments derived from 
ubiquicidine and comprising a continuous series of at l e ast 3 between 6 to 18 amino acids from 
the amino acid sequence of ubiquicidine: 

KVHGSLAJ^GKVRGQTPKVAKQ 
TFGKKKGPNANS (SEQ ID NO: 1), 

b) observing the localization of the agent in time, and 

c) following the effect of the treatment , wherein the antimicrobial action of the 
compound results in inhibiting or otherwise exerting a negative effect on the infection . 

50-54. (canceled) 

55. (previously presented): Antimicrobial agent as claimed in claim 46, further 
comprising at least one excipient. 

56-59. (canceled) 

60. (currently amended): Method for providing prophylactic action against an 
infection in humans or animals , comprising: 

a) administering a peptide fragment, derived from ubiquicidine and comprising a 
continuous series of at l e ast 3 between 6 to 18 amino acids from the amino acid sequence of 
ubiquicidine: 

KVHGSLARAGKVRGQTPKVAKQEKKK^ 
TFGKKKGPNANS, (SEQ ID NO: 1) with th e e xc e ption of which does not include peptides 
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having the amino acid sequence KVHGSLARAGKVRGQTPKVAKQ (SEQ ID NO: 10) or 
AGKVRGQTPKVAKQEKKKKKT (SEQ ED NO: 1 1) in the form of a coating, and 



b) providing prophylactic action th e r e by] wherein said administration results in 
preventing the infection . 



{W0100103.1} 



7 of 10 



